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Things to consider

Act before its too | ate

Gi I | |l ed & hkearsd tChardecogni se the r i spkanodfe nai cg eanntd ya gsrhere
together they would recruit a new phase of ringers foc
existing band may have reached a critical point.

I wonder how many towers need this forward thinking (
need to start from scratch) as we | ook at the demogr a

Share the | oad

Currently at eatlkecA6GMWM @isl Ringimg Master but as ot her s
occasionally and supporting the teaching there is an
The role of a Tower Captain is a busy and responsi bl e
hel p share the I nad,.

“ Could you support your tower by or

gani sing an outing or occasionally
di scussing how you could help the

your d&mwmavebe tal king about how ever)
topic for the post ringing pub ses.

¢CKBNBY2NBE (KIFy 2yS gle& 2F fSIENYAy3I .20 aAiAy2z2N
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The Unmi ssabl e Lt R Mas

Anne Tansl ey Thomas, Nor wich

Pr e

/I n qui et dawn of possi bility, a Jo /
t hr s of hope and destiny.

|l magine a day filled wi-tbnenbusti hegdringtngn, acomfbet
the c&urdtimest & nwherts .t hlehdtearning the Ropes Mastercl
Masterclass some time ago, my nerves were starting to

comfort zone? How intimidating waulbdesitt? be to ring al

With some trepidati on, I left my hotel on Saturday mo
tower of the day.o0pSeepbbasier anbesgsi onal skild&Grsolhmd s
Jerdmeadi ng to Wi nford anr Bup r dMawersaimr hey Cowhpl & Heath

It was a glorious sunny autumn day, and Anna Sherwood
fellow participant Em away to thgoguongintngibfagéegbtf . W
friendly welcome soon cal med any nerves.

Act One
As the first [ 1 ght of day breaks, our heroine t
anticipation and resol ve.

At Winford, we started with a |live performance exerci
and we had to guess what these were. Apologies to the
handstroke!

One of the major strengths, of the Masterclass is tha
with the amazing Matt Frost. We discussed my goals an
ringing on eight, and before |l ong, I was happily treb
Matt provided honest feedback and practical suggestio

R - (N ! g i\

q

———— AN
7 — D
it —_—
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S ——

Cdz&t O2yOSyidNIe2y i I aladSNDflaa
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Act Two
/I'n the shadowed depths of her journey, unfor es ¢ e
determi nati on.

After |l unch we moved on to our next tower, Barrow Gur
was in a secluded | ocati on, all owing us to make as mu
It was during the afternoon that | began to wobble. A
progress and shaking my confidence. Al though | had my
back to basics, focusing on getting more | ength on my
Wh a t can | say? Yes, this wash dwhsati rli twamgt e Ao wietv ewa s w
The success of the Masterclass relies o~rcetnhter ebde naepfpirtos:
knew deep down | just had to trust the process.

Act Three
with unwavering courage and newfound strength, |o
eyes set on victory.

Everyone then began to dri b
to Bristol, eagerly antic o]
of the finest sets of twe

Meanwhi |l e, Matt and | wer ¢

wor king hard to perfe&thm

but wonder, would | even f f
The | oos at St Mary Redcl a
while taking a quick comf ( t
ring Even underground, t

the bell hinted at somet hi to
deep breath and headed up

Epil ogue

/I'n the serene after mat

her story becomes a € 3

i/l umi nating the pat ‘

foll ow.

Itn al ways amazed at how ma

ringing room, and this was: S
had now come together for | Wi
all the participants gett.i. Sl g
t welve and show off their ¢KS NAY3IAY3I i wSROtAGS 8D
\]USt belng In the Chamber a1 u IIOLCIIIIIu L. v L 11 < L A1 < 11 L
ringers bring out the best on these glorious bells wa
privilege

And when | say all participants, yes, that does inclu
advice and support he had given me, I knew | could do
certificate to prove it

I arrived back at my home tower with equal trepidatio
a | ot actually! My newly efficient dbit rhoakvees tkoe pptu |slh ocaost
breezed through some Bob Major with relaxed confidenc
So, is the Masterclass unmissable? Absolutely yes! Wi
gently stret@hed. | Ake Wlkang i n t& ef icroeamptanryi mgertsh?z Icrowu
encouraging, supportive and a little bit mind blowing

When you get (yioulhresihtvaltted, i donyou can do |t
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Level 2: Complete safeguarding
l ocal <church

Why ?

Safeguarding training has been on the agenda of
di scussed in a quite animated fashion at the ART
firmly in support of it being included in the Le:
endorsed by the ART Management Committee.

All well and good, but ART has teachers and LtR 1
buil dings and churches of many denominations. Fir
these different situations was quite a chall end@e
del i kkeidatae principle rather than a set of instruc

advice for C of E sett

Unf ortunately ART cannot give specific advice on
authorities and even between dioceses within the
I f you are not sure about training requirements t
Of ficer who can advise you on what is required. °
Adviser as they are a good source of help i f ther
The Central Council also have information on saf g

https://cccbr.org.uk/ saf eqgu4hdrodehn glesseoditricnegss//s af e ¢

Under the Church of England's Safeguarding Learni
January 2022, the expectiBasbno Awahbabseatlarnhgegr :

And everyone el se?

I f you are not in a Church of England setting, VY
governing authority for your church or |l ocation.

in the UK are wultimately driven by government r ec

similar. For ringers based outside the UK pl ease

requirements of the equivalent governing authori-Ht
hurches do not gefidrsaltloy coengpuiete® umeéenmr safeguar

ish to explal8@stbhaengpoluindees you have in place t
hey should never be alone with just one adult)
he future.

our discretion to @mabLkathiagitbhem Repe
book.

TTUT TT=0

—_— —

ease use y
ogress Log
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w221AS WAYISNE w

¢SIY

We were intrigued to hear about -aalhredpRodki & aR.
o

have an average age f 7! Whil st this might not
to be doing rather well so we spoke to their Tov
how they are [ earning. He told us
fMAs it happgerg,ealt editchre group. It just happened. There
the same time. There w&s$ ngomé oldienidtieii aktiihmgeo.m B lthte basi ca
mi ddélgeed | earners wanting to |l earn at the same ti me wl
Once | had got our newcomers up to speed, it became c
so | arranged a weekly daytime practice. We held a ti
progress to some extent, so |I took the plunge and bou
group has flourished
s always a fine balance of how much to
ented with sacrificing a monthly Evens
ringing oimthbebppowhuastg bandpublic
what on earth the Moseley resihdemted ttyH

4
Ho0
Ringing Things

¢tKS w221AS wAy3ISNa

Tower Talk ¢ Number 31 e Page 7



Learning and ri %
i nfluence, and S
They encourage
had all achiagwuea
of f |talbed e arféaad s
Ringers. : o
Lear thiengRopes has provided a Aearning as a group,
sessions and our Rookies | ov each other s the kg
al so been fortunate enough t succevses 't
ot her expert ringers who | h ‘ \
has provided an excellent f ‘..l Ve
woulddmave achieved success i A feel Jinspired and
their help. e am al ways seeking t|
What would | say to otdhefrorTgoe chal loenge.
handbells! | wish | had done v
daytime practice for adult | ......L 'S
go for it! You wil!/|l be rewar h
service ringimgneweoy weekl o At has helped to bu
next batch of émature learner]| dence, as it s a s.
The Rookies agupethépthahe b msrares. § a0s0l L
One of them told us: /earning séessions, |
GalksN) mi ght not haaoe carr.
It 1's the highlight of my r |ZR&Ss al
much fun! The sessions have SRS T s
for wuwus all to make mistakes.} At has encouraced f
from each ot her. Learning asg ¢k g y'7
supporting each other s the much more about bej
confidence | have gained 3 than what happ@ns,d
spurred me on and given me & e

take chances, goi ng to otherv
best, téefrd neh.at v

The | ast edition of Tower' Al aWakr nf 3VWWeplr deobnned &
was written by Len Roberts. Mistakenly tih
o, apologise for.

Len Roberts is a great

. suppo a
!t o Tower Talk but also more
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Lesl ey Bel cher

Join the new ART Learning

Do you |like chatting about ringing? I f so, you might

group set up specially for you. Yes, you!

This ABRTthearning the RawhéxshFacebmdlh dooumew ringers

by teachers who have been trained to use the Learnincg
guestions, advise, sympathise and generally get to kmn
problems as you or might have already overcome t hem a
successes, but also do share any frustrations you hav
di fficult. There wil!l be | ots of people in the group

along the |l earning journey.

| f yo®uUunew to ringing or have already got a few L
social and gibve fiitwdawugioaz teYboouo k . c om/ gr oup s atrhte eoan
with the Learning the Ropes | ogo.

And remember, iit's your space, there's no such thing

wi || be asking it too.

Bet ween September and

Level 1 Level 2
132 89

Congratulations to everyone!

Dotn forget that when you achieve Level 5 you wil!/ be
to page 4 to read about what happens when you take pa

Tower Talk ¢ Number 31 ¢ Page 9


http://www.facebook.com/groups/artlearningtheropes

1 f{¢f /KFy3S d 0KS |

The final nomi nation for the 2025 ART Awards arrived
00.51 on January 1, after

foll owed by a rush to ring n
56 other nominations, whi cl [
have to read and compare s o]
each category. A heavy res|

judging team coordinated b )W
The judging panelStwialrlt bHes ¢

who wil |l bra /] @y ngadrzbeH u t acnhd

Ed Wal ker

Stuart and Liz currently ri

Stafforwhkéie eStuart i s towe )
both are very ctive i t e |
recent additio /
al so been join

practices, ent

first time in

their | ocal as

Ed | earnt to ri

moved to Notti

l eft yet! Duri I
numerous rol es i

from Ringing M a; S

Deputy Ringing |te ; |t
Nottingham. een t devel c
Hal ey brings an |nternatlortzhlanrgeers:meqthieveo\RtTo Atwhaa dAR TC ¢
Awards judging team for the efairr staktei rpd.ac®he nrl d miede sati
the USA and rings at the tvwnhnbUsncied.Washington, D.C.
She i-Enwwhl to many in the L fTro stints livijin '

and around London and Liver e(gq(('ﬁn uEP aa%r}f"cﬁ' if'ngank
she excelled as 12 Belll Co poertietdi rLrsegcersestaVr 0 Py L mod
currently serving as Secretid;{r_?_y hoafS theeenWa(squidnd’teW'ﬁisr?g

Kati e Town [ s the new ART
[ earnt to ring aged just 5

an active bell ringe ever
great honour to ha beer
ART Awards Leader

e

nd 1/ s

rful
so many committed and t al e
h I n t

v
a
seeing all the wonde
n
are achieving so muc
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Ever wondered what appens af
t ment an

Excel |l ence I n RecrU/

61 start with the moral of the Jt

you never know @h@goe ngomet hiemag , s

because something is taking a | g4
Back during Melrbbcuroruesl y draconi an | ir
because ringing waséd nbeepermngted. | h e
obsessive enthusiasm of any neurodi t
i nterest [ remember posting o utdd ai > b
be cool if there were some way tobt de¢ w
soon emerged that the brilliant and 1d
live and ring in Massachusett s, had
provide a cruciadowmttiidonger $ owd olc d w i

onl itnemer ecaolur s e . '
[ Fdz2Ny 602g2Y € SDO |

I i mmediat @l ywdarmaoarghitf, I coul d dev elacppe datni memlicodnuet,  eru g
one of my geekiest friends, whoa@alivée to Agmér acgroapd
group for such a course. Because everyone in the whol
friends who were willing to give it a go. So | threw
course, and gathering and developing learning materia
The course was a wild success, and | began delivering
l esson plans and | earni ng niktstradratled tfoort hRi nFgicreg oR&o ny
Ringing RBHomdTh&enge), and pretty soon | was hearing
own | emreress Success!

I won an ART Awar d!
Hede t he first moral of the story. My efforts in recru
courses and making the materials available to all, ha
Astonishingly, there was prize money involved: A400!
somet hi ng erdiatgidng rat her than a quick junket to a tror

The simulator project

I asked the ringers in my tower (St James Ol d Cat hed
good use for the money. As we were ofte wda | rke ingh mau re
(particularly because the neighbourhood had become ab
new friends |iviseg thathéolimghd over the church), | su
practise at our | eisure There were no objections, so

Tower Talk ¢ Number 31 e Page 11



The fantast nging comm
And Bemwdhere the second moral of the story comes in. I
and my own profound ignorance of absolutely everythin
weeks turned into months, and months turned into year
five or ten meriekewouslpdr,i nhgy durpa i n i ts place. Decide to
Figure out weead twe install iit. Figure out how to actu
What about the&sdfhtewdbres? Whgt to muffle or tie the bel
Whe®ea safe place to pute trhiengcionngp?u tDeor wieh inleee dvean ext e
calibrate the sensors so that the simulated bells rir
on) .
Luckily for me, | was not al one. Deryn Griffiths, Anc
the southern summer in Mel bourne and had been joining
for the hardware and software installation and calibr
meticulously installing the wiring for the transmitte
Leon Altoff donated a computer that, while not new, F
create a presentation on the project for the parish ¢
the ART Award amount and the full cost of buying and
child, it takes a band to make cool projects happen i
l@@ | i ke to take a moment here to explicitly thank the
project possible, but for all the other good work the
Web e still on an asymptotic approach to completiotwe t
already made some progress on that. Once everything i
we can use the simulator for teaching and | earning, r
577@@@% Did you know that comparing scor
I's Blue 7 I n

t he
teacher s
ART as wel |
to do i s
al be quarter or
number be entered into
the moned§andckhkalvedi gosbkbat ed
draw of member number s.

The 50/50
delivering
supporting

Cl
t
t

Associati o

join

a

on howpso/jbehl|l arteoghegenr
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https://bellringing.org/donate-to-art/
https://bellringing.org/donate-to-art/

. SO2YAY3 | wAy3IAyd

Lesl ey Clarke, Hutton

When | started to |l earn bellfhisi wgisngeaty MulchSaiumnt ® f Hu
many years agio,a thpeaei fwiacs nltehaorungihntg I shoul d give it a

program. To begin with | wdanhdahgveda¥y5 mpiseltfeandf Jacdk
tuition before the start ofetheeptactt¢cenmdieghtan &AmRd
was it for the week Theretwaiaeai manygchelmef clones-d ®minsn o
from other ringers, and genmhelalowedl dtys aof cahcoer a heme
but it meant very |little tolsiamatewiytholl owkedcby ian
a while before | realised tAbatswihhat {{The TaweroGaptaiwe
was actually saying when hesosneggoéstded hadwerr i pmgsPleair
Hunt hought they were sayingnpoypbhg hodtlt was great

~lunch in t
“ eager to p
knowl edge.

he pub. We
ut into prac

New teachers are suppc
there is always an exf
wor king alongside to
teacher. Al ong with ac
and your course tutor
additional help. Sever
| ater, Beth arranged f
Rut h, to come to obser
could become accredit e
both quite nervous but
and our two new ringert
were delighted to pas:c
suggestions to overcor
points or build conf i
i f our students. The weat
wdzil K A GK [ I dzNF | yR W 015)\35‘“ arranged a lovel)

hurch with Ruth and o

But | stuck at it as the bamdlwwed byl avelry pf tioendileyr
bunch and very slowly, I i mpmevédn Todagy nghings are
very different and not only do we have the structured
Learning the Ropes scheme, but there is also a traini
scheme run by The Association of Ringing Teachers
(ART) which teaches how Through this
scheme it is possible to ccredited teacher
which means your teaching lssed by another
experienced teacher and th( Aare able to suhmidt
the ringers you are teaching fr ) . at
_ _ anyone [|s thinkin
Our little band in HuFton, and_feacher /] woul d defi
Il ngrave nearby, were in need o going on the courséel
Tower Captain, organised an OP' Lhen you first start
eager beginnéebwest sngwedeampuits
teachers and this is something When your [ earner ag
of . We had been attending each from backstroke [0 ;}
month for some time to help ke« When they stand theiy
and now we needed some extra hel S both mutual and n
recruits. Beth suggested that Ja._. ... - . . _ .. _—_. . _ .. _1as
and | could help by Il earning to teach.
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Gi | | Gl adman, Lincoln

/& often stated that the future survival (

of new ringers. Very true. But what about
Our tower relies on various mercenaries joining us ee¢
we would be struggling This was the premise for me &
to enrol on the ART Module 1 Day Course, held at Al

9§ The course was broken-sdawn i nto pi
segments thad eaaockr @ad erajlbdetr esd .

f We covered everything that someon:
street would need to know (and do)]
bell ringing journey

9§ The course was enlightening and m:
experienced ringers there said thiq

Many thanks to our ART Tutor, Rebecca, for her guidar
facilities. Now we just need to sort out a recruitmer

3 5% ART Tutor, Rebecca Odames, hail s
471\ﬂ /| earned to ring at the age 42,
ASr /i nging a few years earl i er at h.

Cot swol ds.

ASomeone menti oned ART to me a fe
went on a Module 1 course In 201E¢
the tools to start teaching and |/
strai ght away.

A taught my first [earner I n 20168
Not to be deterred, | started aga
ringers and when more peopl e want
ot her experienced ringers at my t
course. Ringers from surrounding

the course and we now have an act
new ringers within a few mil/les of

mMaving come to ringing [ater i n [/
new ringers struggles. Seeing the
achi evément.
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We t
wr it
Bel |

an

Whast t hi

hought
e

[
[
Riamge rt shi

t wou
edi tori a
s is what it sai d:

|l d be interes203I@édbt wesaskwhat hA
I paragraph about bell ringing

Project 2030, iinitiated by the Central

ambi tious damdntko mwgampd an ali med at
ringing i n the UK.

/'t focuses on addressing the chall eng
demographic of ringers, the decline |

and the need for better training

At J ts cor e, Project 2030 seeks to
and sustainabl e by promoting new recr
teaching resources, and [ mproving @&t he
cul tural and historical signi ficance.
of maintaining the physical condition

continue to ring for generations

With a strategic vision for the next
commi t ment to preserving this uniqque

landscape of communvdlyuringargiesne.nt

S got to do with vyg

Great words outlining a great ambition. But
contain some ideas which you and your

articles

goal s
ambi t |
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Davina Tomlinson, Cot her st on ¢

th my husband and dogs, [ moved
or over twenty years. I adverti
I was hoping to star a band wi
who rang in the Tee area
e
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tower was all
cleaning both
sacks with bi
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Repairs on th
we are so grate
ringers al/l [
ropes etc, so h
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in bell handl i n

i X now usable, our
e fundraising.

Our fundraising I s now cl ose
repal rs on the remaining four be
soon, and the band have even I ni
with a | ogo that Ffeatures Charl i

Locally we have | ots of positive comments from villag
|l isten to the bells. Indeed, one of our most successf
eveliwe had queues!

I n August a quarter peal was rung which included s&me

happened forfioweryde¢arenty
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The open day

The day Tdnaownetdhe sunny autumnal day
were undaunted by t he heabveya rrm bbna nsnhé
had been outside the church for 4wwo
bannietrlrsese al |l |l ooked very striking
passkey,s hel ped by the regular short
A huge number of ringers from our d
to people on the High Street, welco
about ringing and using a small mo d
guestions prompted by watching our

opportunity for many individuals to
assisted backstrokes. I n total, w e

had nearly 60 individuals sign up f
few | apsed ringers, which was way b

ct [ s !

Whast next ? / St SONRGE GA&AG2N]

Part of our offeBd WwWas tao moirei tex$tendardy i ntroductory s«

the belfry to see a bell rung-ounpeapéedrtdeeswin gn gando ssoenee in
down, the nparekercise and chiming, plus a demonstrati
these visits, split over two days. Dates for initial
now underway with nineteen | earners; we are very grat
and expertise to teach them.

We were keen to introduce our | earners to the social
to meet each other, we arranged a ringing session for
from | ocal bands. This was to give each | earner the e
properly hear the bells for the first time. We then r
short tdi enel. ooMei ng forward to seeing what we can achie
promoting and developing ringing in our district.

Watch théis space

to recrui

v e [
ch ddarn ptse /1
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summer

There had been [ i tt/]l e toSmonow mwg/ hgve nsitxheewr e@gi
/ ong count of years and wewes s/ at) eoft ewashcomy ayge pPFroc
Ring for the King, we webthensager ppgerr rtohg 28, a0 hf
was new to teaching ringiths fTUAMEEgW YN opfhpdprce.
professional experience ri%?gthcéingﬁb@%?dsuﬂp§y§?g'>4721
and relied heavily on as?siuoncioafz‘/ fi Ysy(Z/(,)opwoorrz‘
Modul e 1 course for teach//ﬂj bell handling was
inval uabl e, and the LearW§ nhavephdowobheesn avpeemei 1%
a great .resource a h!gh of foyrteen, made Uf
beginners alike from across
I n July, open days at the maengbboartogchowéer &rahdsi r e
Cal dicot and LI anwern in Mpnmotutbhehnrghwerantdel 8 ewer
consecutive weekends, in cemponbavenewbtubhl bonal some F
community events. Caldicot was celebrating 50 years ¢
being made a town with a fayre in the grounds
of Caldicot Cast lw 7w e I 68
groups, from chov !
ensembles to art:
d mor e,

e
hi story an
Given the proxi mi
the church, we d:¢

have a imigniat t he

also to open the

Throughout the d:¢

steady stream of

the -ming, as wel

tower . It gener at,_

interest and was

day with | ots of S

faces. The day waEacl

with a quarter p Gt

Triples, conduct G

Wil |l i ams

Si xteen voluntee

area and across -

Monmouth DiocesaZogger . ... . U eye——s

were on hand to wSlr Re @2 3I2H

to providing supj

supported the instariration vl CvUl Vv

in the tower so visitors could watch the bells being

from the nave, banners for the | ychgate, and we thank
them al |l enor mously

A week | ater, it was the turn of LlIlanwern to be in tF
I i melight, with its annual village fete. | had been &
to organise some ringing, and so it seemed |ike a goc
idea to make it an Open Tower day, similar in format

the one held at Caldicot. Despite the church being he
a mile from the village hall (where the fete was beir
hel d), and t he weyaptihcearl @died rn gWavleersy

was very well attended and once again we would Iike t
thank everyone who supported this event.
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Once &yeod earned to handle and control a bell well eno
skills that you wil/ need to |l earn is how to | ead. Wh

12 3 4 5 6

I n rounds it's the trelilee rwhmigdmgl eadd, chthuwtn gersc e ayngu b
into the | eaddel hearal hg, absuyoungall changes, the conoc
mi ddl e of the change or at t hiee bgaacikn g htoovehwvewe taa rsiomte
prepared.

What are the challenges of

There are two majioopekalghénges r hyt hm

Ledt start with ropesight. When ringing in the middle

you, watching their action and rope and adjusting you
on the same stroke as you. When | eading, there is no
you. In fact, the bell that is sounding in front of vy
ropesight associated with following a bell ringing on

12 3 4125 H 4 5 6

handstroke row backstroke row

That i s, you wi l | need to | earn how to follow the | as
mi ght well to do this by ringing the treble in rounds
ropesight Il ook |Iike? As a rough guide, the tenor ring
are about to ring your handstroke. This is a very han
hel pful in getting the timing just right Note that a
mi ght not be the tenor bell I n fact any bell coul d b
every change.

Now &l eltook at rhyt hm. I n most parts of the UK, rounds
with a one beat gap before the handstroke, but not at

a good rhythm.

12 3 4125 H6 412 8 4125 H 4 5 6

handstroke row GAAbarmdksitnmr oke mow backstrolf

To understand what the gap feels and sounds | ike, try
rung and | isten out for a small gap before their hand
just iifght's too quick, it can become blurred, iif it'
other bells try to adjust and hold up or conversely Kk
the same time as you.
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Find out mor e. . .

ART OnHtitnpes :(/ / artonl) neomtedilms ngi oahaptrgr on ringing r

find useful. You can I|isten to audio files of ®0ouwndso

video which shows in slow motilord itnide trho pe nie@ht tdhfe lee:

The Devon call change trad

Al t hough the open handstroke gap is very widespread i

tradition, ringing with the gap c¢closed, also known a:
I have always rung call c¢changes with closed handst
someti mes called cartwheeling. The bells are often
the handstrokes pulled in and backstrokes kept up,
the rope "Weednchanging One | odealaniimst ri udcttoo rt hdee sscarl
Timing the |l ead |l ooks a little different to | eadin
thing to focus on is |listening. I al ways think of
8 equalpasrotusnnd The whol e band needs to r i@ngc hteoc kti hneg
handstroke and holding up thée beadstookestlhen the
The bells being rung for Devon call changes takes
the start need to be even and physically remembere
l ead by ringing an inside bell first and then unde
the ti me.
As someone who rings both Devon Call changes and n
actions. At a | ocal meeting this week | was asked
own characteristics. I |l ove the music of the Call
rung wel |, and | l ove the method ringing for its ¢c
having grown up with both, though | know many new

cope with once they have rung with closed handstro
I woui nterested in |Iistening to some Devon call <char
i I

f
ncl udi nghttthpiss /dnyeo:ut u. be/ WeEEt sJzfo?si =NZzDS2S_ 0SGX

They do things differently

They do things different/!ly I n L
this i nterview with Devon call
do they have a distinctive crea
uni que style of bell ringing.

With a great sense of regional pri
and furious ringing style which ha
in to discover more about cartwhee
known as BGhdee@Queemnd when to empl
Al t hougsh Reyeam ri nging since about
i s evidence that i t
towers, going up I
course, Vvisiting

encourage ot hers

great tips on pl

further afield.
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Ri chard Boot h, Mar sworth

Visiting a Bell Foundry is number 32 in in the Out al
Ringing Things. How many have you done?

To find outhtmose/vibei trriinnggihnnggg ®+ g/ 50

By the second half of the 18th Century, the

| arge bell foundri es, mainly in London, had

achieved a virtual monopoly of bell founding

However, prior to this, there were dozens of

small foundries all over the country

manufacturing church bells One such foundry

was run by the Chandler family in the then

tiny village of Drayton Parslow in

Buckinghamshire, wnoaty far from modern

Milton Keynes.

The Chandler family were blacksmiths,

operating from a smithy next door to the pub

in Drayton Parslow Behind the smithy was a

small paddock, and here Richard Chandl er

started founding bells in about 1635 The

exact date i s not known; the earliest k nown

bel | bearing Richard's name is dated 1636, but
another bell dated 1635 bearing no founder's

name i s believed to be '~ e . .o B .

l earnt bell founding Snanti:o o CESJUKEYRESNI GOCTa U ab
However, Drayton Parslow is only 12 miles from Bucki
Atton, ceased production just 2 years earlier in 163
i nvol vement i n t hecgoBucpkeirnhgahpasm waosu njdursyt f ul fi Il ling a n
Richard Chandler (known as Richard Chandler | to dis:
which time he is known to have cast 5 bells, of whic
mentioned (which also survives). There was then a ga
casting bells in 1650. He continued wuntil 1679, by w
still survive

Ant hony was | ater joined by his brother, Ri chard, no
known as Richard I 11. It is difficult to determine e
bear the name Richard, just Chandl er The issue is f
of a Richard Chandler recorded, andcotnher eien bDurraiyatlosn aH a
Wi ng and another in Bedfordshire. Although no source
"The Church Bells of Buckinghamshire"” published in 1
Ri chard Chandl er. It is also interesting to note tha
which it has not been possible to relate to a specitf
Richards (Il or 111)

Next to join the bell founding business was George C
Richard 1 11), in 1681 George cast at |l east 8 bells
then a gap until 1702, following which at I east 11 b
1725. It is possible George pursued some other inter
bells (but very I|ikely more) cast during the period
me" but in a style not known to have been used by sp
Chandl er So it is also possible George was involved
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